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ANZAC CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS — ALBANY 

Statement by Acting Minister for Tourism 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Acting Minister for Tourism) [12.06 pm]: I wish to inform members about 
the state government’s support for a number of community-based events that will be held in Albany over the 
coming months during the commemoration of the Anzac centenary. The date of 1 November 2014 will mark 
100 years since the first convoy set sail from Albany carrying Australian and New Zealand troops to war. 
Australia will commemorate the Anzac centenary between October 2014 and November 2015. The centenary 
will give Western Australians a special opportunity to remember the contribution of the original Anzacs and all 
Australian service personnel who have served their country in war and peacekeeping efforts. 

A series of initiatives in Western Australia, involving both the commonwealth and state governments, has been 
agreed to mark the Anzac centenary, and includes the official opening of the National Anzac Centre at 
Mt Clarence in Albany. The state government has also identified the need to build a supporting program of  
large-scale and smaller events to maximise the importance of the centenary in the great southern region. 
A funding pool of $200 000 was established to encourage the development of smaller events, specifically to 
engage the broader great southern community in the celebrations, increase the number of event activities 
available for visitors to enjoy, and encourage visitors to extend their stay across the region. The great southern 
Anzac commemorative events program consisted of a one-off funding round administered by Tourism Western 
Australia and jointly funded by the Department of Regional Development through the royalties for regions 
program. The round opened at the beginning of this year and closed in July. Twenty applications were received 
by Tourism WA and assessed against similar criteria used for the annual regional events scheme; and, of those, 
18 events have been awarded funding. The successful events include a memorial service and commemorative 
mass, theatrical productions, interactive talks and lectures, a concert, street art, a sculpture exhibition, visual art 
and living history displays, and a sailing festival. A number of events involve the participation of students. State 
and local funding has also supported a number of large events, such as the Stirling Terrace mess hall, 
Princess Royal Harbour lights, Anzac projections and storytelling, and a community concert featuring the 
West Australian Symphony Orchestra, alongside The Waifs, Katie Noonan and Dan Sultan. In addition, local 
tourism and promotional activities have been supported through state and local marketing initiatives. 

The Liberal–National government is committed to ensuring that the Anzac commemorative celebrations in 
Albany are a success, and to capitalise on the opportunity to generate economic, social and cultural benefits for 
the great southern region through tourism. 

Although I speak as Acting Minister for Tourism, I think I could also have been speaking as Minister for Culture 
and the Arts on this issue. 
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